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Photos by Richard Hamm/Staff
Caroline Aiken records the vocals for her new album at John Keane’s studio on Friday.

‘A noteworthy collaboration

Athens icons Aiken, Keane come together for new crowdfunded album

Chris Starrs
news@onlineathens.com

: Althdugh they’ve known one another for
nearly four decades and have performed on-
stage on numerous

occasions — perhaps
most notably for a
“Mountain Stage”
broadcast from the
UGA Performing Arts

Center in 2012 — Car- °

oline Aiken and John

ONLINE

Visit OnlineAthens.com
to see a video of Aiken
and Keane at work on
her new album.

Keane have never before collaborated on an
album.

That’s going to change in a dramatlc way as
carly as this spring.

Aiken, the iconic singer-songwriter who has -
been creating her own brand of acoustic-based
folk, rock and blues since the late 1960s, and

Caroline Aiken (left) and John Keane work on Aiken’s
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the equally iconic Keane,
the Grammy Award-nom-

- inated producer of such
seminal artists as R.E.M.,
are currently ensconced in
Keane’s Athens studio for
Aiken’s ninth album, “Bro-
ken Wings Heal.”

“T've known John since
I played and lived here

in 1979, Aiken said. “He
was in Phil and the Blanks
and I got to know him and
some other great folks from
Athens in the late 1970s.
He’s such a wonderful guy
to work with. I've never
worked with someone so
-efficient and so sharp.

“He’s got such a great ear

for music. He’s so right-on
... it’s like being in school
and a teacher telling you
truths that you always
knew, but become more
significant when put in cer-
tain words. The clarity is
more than I'm accustomed
to.”

The two are collabo-
rating to create a more
stripped down  sound,
which is something new
for Aiken.

Also new is how Aiken
is paying for the recording
sessions - crowdfunding.
Aiken is turning to her fans
to help cover the expenses
using Indiegogo. Her cam-
paign ends Saturday.

Aiken and Keane became
friends as the Athens music
scene as most know it was
just clearing for takeoff,
and Keane says he’s wanted
to produce an album by Ai-
ken, who relocated to Ath-
ens in 2008, for along time.

“We've never worked
together in the studio, but
we’ve played together at
shows,” Keane said. “It’s
great to finally get in the
studio with her because

I've always loved her voice

and her guitar playing and

piano playing. It’s been a

lot of fun to get her in the -

studio and do some record-
ing - it just hasn’t come
about until now.”

“Broken Wings Heal” is a
bit of a departure for Aiken
in that the 12 tracks don’t
showcase her rough-and-
rowdy side, instead relying
on more delicate composi-
tions, including the title
track, penned by former
Athens resident Boo Ray.

“It’'s a wonderful, gor-
geous song,” Aijken said.
“I’m really honored and ex-
cited to be able to cover it.
It says pretty much every-
thing I want it to say. Boo
Ray was so nice to let me
cover it.”

Ray called it an honor
that Aiken wanted to cover
the tune.

“Caroline’s a true and

amazing musical voice and
a top-notch industry pro,”

said Ray, who now lives
and works in Nashville. “I
couldn’t be more humbled
or prouder for such a fine
and discriminating musi-
cian to record a song of
mine.”

Aiken, who served as an
early mentor to the Indigo
Girls and has collaborated
with Bonnie Raitt dur-
ing her many years in the
business, said that while
she’s not recording a rock
album, she’s calling upon
some significant individu-
als to help her along.

“The album mainly ex-
amines the heart and what
makes us so vulnerable, so
fragile,” she said, adding
that she’s also accompa-
nied by her band, Catch a
C.A.B. “It’s an introspec-
tive album. This is not a
rock ‘n’ roll album, but it
has some great rock ‘0’ roll
people on it.

“Emily Saliers is playing
on it; Randall Bramblett,
Charlie Wooton and Ike
Stubblefield are all helping
out.”
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