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Broken Wings Heal Album Bio

Caroline Aiken has released quite a few albums in her multifarious career, but 2015 marks a first for the seasoned songbird. Broken Wings Heal, the 9th release from Caroline Aiken; has a story like no other, baring the soul of the songwriter like the metaphor contained in the album’s artwork, a bird being released from a cage.
The inspiration for Broken Wings Heal was sparked about 29 years ago, when Caroline welcomed her daughter to the world. But while attending college, her daughter lost direction, straying into the world of illegal drugs, was arrested, and though no one was hurt, she was made an example of by the local District Attorney, receiving a devastating ten-year prison sentence. But this story doesn’t end up a sad one, as the experience and all it has entailed bore a new beauty that shone over the lives of both mother and daughter. It brought them closer. It allowed time for reflection, connection and a new direction. And when Caroline’s daughter breaks free from her cage, she will be able to soar to the highest peak, empowered to sing her own song. Broken Wings Heal, is a tribute to her daughter’s strength, love and determination. It’s a heart-on-the-table, hopeful and joyful album, and that’s just the beginning.

Engineered and Produced by John Keane (Widespread Panic, REM, Indigo Girls), Broken Wings Heal is a lush and intricate exploration of folk and rock with a little funk and jazz between the layers. Aiken’s own guitar and piano skills showcase her pure, bluesy vocals, complimented by powerful electric guitar, pedal steel and horn solos. The title track was written by Boo Ray, but it’s message echoed Caroline’s own hopes for her daughter, and the beautiful ballad raises the spirits of all who hear it. “Razor Wire” displays a more somber sound, with it’s delicate acoustic guitar and hopeful message. “Mysterious Wonder” changes everything up with sultry jazz and vivacious lyrics, originally written in a group of 40 students and staff during Aiken’s time teaching at Pepperland Music Camp in North Carolina. “Cry Wolf” makes no apologies in amping up the rock ‘n roll edge factor, while “Everything Can Change” (lyrics written by Caroline’s daughter) and finds its place among the rest as a stripped down piano number. Start to finish, Broken Wings Heal is brimming with stories, inspiring messages, and lush, beautiful music that provokes joy, hope and some real introspection.



Caroline Aiken Bio

Atlanta-born and Georgia-raised musician Caroline Aiken began her career in 1968, performing with a rock band called Fathertime in Long Island, NY. She honed her skills as a songwriter and solo artist during the late 70’s, moving from busking the streets of Seattle to opening for well known acts such as Doc Watson, Bonnie Raitt, David Bromberg, Muddy Waters, and later, Little Feat, Randy Newman, John Prine, Arlo Guthrie, Richie Havens, Derek Trucks and many more. After years of touring throughout the US, South America and Europe, she moved back to Atlanta in the mid eighties where her bluesy voice, masterful finger picking guitar style, and hypnotizing stage presence anchored the city’s acoustic and folk scene and influenced up and coming artists like the Indigo Girls and Shawn Mullins.
Caroline Aiken has released 9 albums to date, with the first one, 1988’s Line of Vision, featuring Bonnie Raitt on guitars and vocals on two tracks. Her 7th recording, Are We There Yet, Mama?, released in 2005, garnered a first draft ballot nomination for a Grammy award, and as an artist she received two New South CocaCola Awards Nominations, for Best Vocalist and Best Acoustic Guitarist. She has headlined Kerrville (14 times since 1995, in 2010 with The Indigo Girls), Falcon Ridge, and High Sierra festivals, played Bumbershoot, Music Midtown (Atlanta), the GA Music Hall Of Fame mainstage (with the B52’s and Mother’s Finest) and Otis Redding Songwriting Camp. Caroline has also co-headlined The Mendocino Music Festival along with Ruthie Foster, and is a regular attendee at the annual Folk Alliance Conference, as a performer, presenter and educator. When she’s not touring or recording, Caroline also teaches her workshop “Zen and the Art of Performance” at music camps nationally and internationally.

A perpetual touring artist, Caroline continues to play shows regularly throughout the US, Europe, South America and the UK, including numerous charitable events for at risk children, animals, and environmental awareness. She’s been called an “Underground Legend” (Santa Cruz Goodtimes), and “The Real Deal” (Performing Songwriter Magazine), but perhaps the most accurate quote ever uttered was given by Artichoke Music in Portland, OR; “Spending time with Caroline is as unforgettable as it is inspirational. She’s truly at the heart of America’s folk/roots movement and has the skills along with life experience we all desire as entertainers.”



Quotes

“Sensual voice, masterful songwriting, expert guitar” Victory Music Seattle
“Caroline Aiken is one of the reasons music will always survive.” – Bruce Burch/ 30 yr EMI writer/ UGA and Kennesaw State University Music Business College
She has headlined Kerrville festivals many times since 95 – (2010 w Indigo Girls), co-headlined The Mendocino Music Festival with Ruthie Foster, opened for Muddy Waters, Bonnie Raitt (who also recorded on Aiken’s album LINE OF VISION ’88), Hot Tuna, Little Feat, Arlo Guthrie, (10 times)
Atlanta Magazine called her “The Best Acoustic Act”
Blue Suede News says: “CA tears her 12 string a whole new consciousness”
“Caroline is one of Atlanta’s most talented and respected performing songwriters.  I guarantee absolute joy..”  - Eddie Owen of Eddie’s Attic, Atlanta


Accolades
· “BEST ACOUSTIC ARTIST” – Atlanta Magazine

·  New South CocaCola Awards Nominee – Best  Vocalist Best Acoustic Guitarist

· GA MUSIC HALL OF FAME performance with  B52s and Mother’s Finest, ALIVE at FIVE and  BROWN BAG series

· Song MAMA LOUISE”S H&H used in premiere of Allman Bros movie: Please Call Home

· Kerrville Awards Austin


Herstory

1. Professional musician since 1969.

2. Tours perpetually and travels North and South America, Europe, and the U.K.

3. Has performed and recorded with Bonnie Raitt , Indigo Girls,  Moses Mo (Mother’s Finest), Jaimoe (Allman Brothers), and Randall Bramblett.

4. Support: Muddy Waters, Little Feat, Hot Tuna, Jorma Kaukonen, Arlo Guthrie, Randy Newman, Jerry Jef Walker, John Prine, Janis Ian, 38 Special, Allan Toussaint, Chuck Leavell, Derek Trucks, Richie Havens, Doc and Merle Watson, David Bromberg, Louden Wainwright III.


Recordings:

1) LINE OF VISION/Self/Studio -‘88 features Bonnie Raitt on guitar and vocals on 2 songs.

2) “DANCING WITH DANGER”/Self/Studio ’91

3) “LIVE BAIT”/Self/Live “93 – w Indigo Girls, Moses Mo (co writer of songs and guitarist w Mother’s Finest), Angee Aparo, Dede Vogt, Sarah Page Dukes

4) “LIVE BAIT”/Selfl/Live ‘95

5) “BUTLER FIELD”/Silver Wolf Records/Studio – w Moses Mo, Indigo Girls, Jaimoe Johansen (drummer w Allman Brothers). 

6) “UNSHAKEN”/Self/Studio ’02 (finished Sept 9, 01) available on Pandora Internet Radio

7) “ARE WE THERE YET, MAMA?”Self/Live – w Joel Tepp (Elec slide, Harmonica, Oboe) and Edo Castro (Bass) garnered a first draft nomination for a GRAMMY - available on CD and download on Itunes, Amazon, etc, and @ www.carolineaiken.com
8) “WELCOME HOME”/Self/Live ’10 - Touring to support her 8th recording live with full band (Yonrico Scott/drums, Charlie Wooton/bass/, Tomi Martin/guitar) available on CD and download on Itunes, Amazon, etc, and @ www.carolineaiken.com
9) “BROKEN WINGS HEAL”/Self/John Kean Studios – releasing in May, 2015
Mentoring:
After years of touring and performing, beginning in 1969 from NY to California, the Pacific Northwest, South America and Europe, Caroline Aiken returned to her roots in Georgia in the late 70’s, to her hometown of Atlanta, where she became a dynamic force in the city's acoustic and folk scene, influencing up and coming young Georgia artists including Shawn Mullins and the Indigo Girls.

She teaches performance workshops for all ages and has a stable of talented students making their mark with her guidance. 

Workshops:
*Germany’s Shorndorf Gitarrentaga

*GA Music Hall Of Fame’s Otis Redding Songwriting Camp, Macon, Ga

*Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson College, NC

*Summersongs Music Camp, Cambria, CA

*Lamb’s Songwriting Camp Michigan

*Artichoke Music, Portland, Or.

*Pepperland Music Camp for Kids 8-16, Murphy, NC

*Spawning Ground series @ The Globe (Athens, GA), @Wayfarer, Monroe GA, private performance mentor

*Augusta College Writer’s Seminar

“SPENDING TIME WITH CAROLINE IS AS UNFORGETTABLE AS IT IS INSPIRATIONAL. SHE’S TRULY AT THE HEART OF AMERICA’S FOLK/ROOTS MOVEMENT AND HAS THE SKILLS ALONG WITH LIFE EXPERIENCE WE ALL DESIRE AS ENTERTAINERS”   ARTICHOKE MUSIC –PORTLAND, OR  ZEN AND THE ART OF PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP

Charities/Benefits:
Caroline has performed for countless charitable events: at-risk children, animals, homeless.
RIVER KEEPERS environmental awareness (song recorded on LIVE AT THE ATTIC/ song :ANOTHER ON THE RISE with Emily Sayliers (of Indigo Girls,) 

What’s Up In The Attic

Have A Heart

Atlanta’s HARD ROCK CAFÉ hangs three pieces loaned from Caroline: The dress Caroline wore when performing with Bonnie Raitt @ Center Stage 1988, the insert of LIVE AT THE ATTIC with the Indigo Girls, and a Photo.

Years of constant touring/performing, beginning in 1968 in NY, California, South America, Seattle- NW and Europe, Caroline Aiken moved back to her birth town of Atlanta, GA, in the late 70's, (opening for acts Arlo Guthrie, Muddy Waters, Doc Watson, Randy Newman, Bonnie Raitt, Little Feat, 38 Special, Beach Boys, Janis Ian, Richie Havens...), where her bluesy voice, masterful finger picking guitar style and hypnotizing stage presence anchored the city's acoustic and folk scene, influencing up and coming artists whom she took under her wing, including Indigo Girls and Shawn Mullins.

GA MUSIC HALL OF FAME 2011  

